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INTRODUCTION 

 
The Montclair School District is dedicated to educational excellence for each and every child. In partnership with parents and the community, the 
schools will maximize academic and artistic achievement, and develop confident students who are accountable for their ongoing learning, who 
value initiative and diversity, who achieve the requirements of the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards at all grade levels and who are 
able to contribute meaningfully to the ever-changing global society. 
 
The philosophy and vision of the Montclair World Languages curriculum is to expose each student to the joy of understanding the language and 
culture of other communities.  Students will acquire sufficient vocabulary and knowledge of linguistic structures to enable them to communicate 
with others in an oral and written manner.  In addition, students will increase the development of their native language since the acquisition of a 
second language at an early age contributes to and promotes listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in general. 
 
The Montclair Public School District is committed to seeing that all students develop the necessary skills to support this vision.  After completing 
a strong series of language study, students will be able to: 
 
− Learn new vocabulary framed in contextual thematic units 
− Use circumlocution to express meaning when they lack vocabulary terms for new ideas  
− Move progressively from acquiring very simple structures of subject and verb to acquiring richer expressions by using adjectives, adverbs, and 

complements 
− Use background knowledge to build second language fluency by considering themes and topics already seen in their basic classes 

(mathematics, science, social studies, and language arts) 
− Write and perform stories and mini-plays in the target language 
− Learn the culture and traditions of the native speakers’ countries at the same time that they are learning the language 
− Read age-appropriate authentic, original material written by natives for natives, as well as familiar texts translated from English 
− Become better citizens by developing a global concept of the world, respecting cultural differences, and fostering acceptance of peoples from 

other cultures. 
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STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 
 
The advent of technology has made our planet a small, interdependent community in which it now takes only seconds to communicate with others 
around the world.  Along with the immediate access to far off places comes the necessity to engage in meaningful dialog with speakers of many 
languages.  It is our belief that the children of the Montclair Public Schools will be well served by the acquisition of a second or third language.  
Children who study a second language learn that different cultures exist with legitimate realities that shape who they are, how they live, what they 
do and why.  In addition to the ability to effectively communicate with others around the world, the study of a world language will help children to 
become flexible thinkers, creative problem-solvers, and human beings who have a better appreciation and understanding of cultural differences 
and similarities that enrich society. 
 
Studies of the brain, and the research of linguists and educators, show that the study of a second language enables children to better understand and 
utilize their own language.  In addition, second language acquisition enhances one’s ability to see connections between the various disciplines by 
incorporating mathematics, language arts literacy, social studies, science, visual and performing arts, and health and physical education into the 
language classroom.   
 
Research further indicates that when language acquisition begins before age eight and continues through the school years, native-like proficiency 
is attainable (Genessee, 1987, Lipton, 1992, Met, Anderson, Brega, and Rhodes 1983).  Therefore, it is our belief as world language educators that 
the study of a second language should begin as early as kindergarten.  The concept of uninterrupted study conforms to the requirements of the 
NJCCCS. 
 
At the age of ten, according to the research of Piaget, Lambert and others, students are in the process of moving from egocentricity to reciprocity, 
and information is eagerly received.  Acquisition of a second language helps children gain insight into the uniqueness of all cultures, and develop 
the personal skills needed to interact with diverse groups in a global community.  Children will be more apt to embrace differences; cultural 
content is integrated throughout the program, reflects multi-ethnic diversity within language groups, and gives an accurate view of everyday life. 
 
The philosophy and goals of the Montclair World Language Curriculum are philosophically aligned with the guiding principles of the NJCCCS for 
World Languages.  The curriculum is designed to reinforce the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing presented in a developmentally 
appropriate manner.  The units of study and the activities included are designed to provide a stimulating and enjoyable experience in the target 
language.  The thematic concepts taught follow the natural way in which children acquire their first language through imitation, repetition, and a 
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multi-sensory approach to learning patterns of speech.  Learning a second language taps the child’s natural developmental ability to imitate native 
speakers and to enjoy a sense of accomplishment that comes from learning.  
 

 
 

PROGRAM GOALS ACCORDING TO THEMATIC UNITS 
 
 
 

 
Unit I: Literature of the XVIIIth, XIXth and XXth century through the study of short stories: 
 
The focus of this unit is to understand the ideas and main events of the XVIIIth, XIXth and XXth century in France. Students will learn about the 
philosophy on childhood and education of this century and compare it to their modern world. Students exercise their language skills (speaking, 
listening, writing, and reading) through the three modes of communication (Interpretive Mode, Interpersonal Mode, and Presentational Mode)  
 
 
 
Unit II: French Culture through cinema: 
 
The focus of this unit is for students to learn how to analyze literature and cultural excerpts.  Students will acquire an understating through poetry, 
films, and music.  Students will come to understand the history and culture of the French people through classical fragment. Students exercise their 
language skills (speaking, listening, writing, and reading) through the three modes of communication (Interpretive Mode, Interpersonal Mode, and 
Presentational Mode) 
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GENERAL OVERVIEW 
 
 

“Language and communication are at the heart of the human experience.  The United States must educate students who are 
linguistically and culturally equipped to communicate successfully in a pluralistic American society and abroad.  This imperative 
envisions a future in which ALL students will develop and maintain proficiency in English and at least one other language, modern or 
classical.”   
           
  (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages-National Standards for Foreign Language Education) 

 
 

French courses at Montclair High School are taught at various levels in a differentiated instructional environment based on students’ readiness, 
interests, and learning profiles.  The courses incorporate the N.J.C.C. Standards, which address the need to prepare all students for an 
interdependent world. Readiness refers to the skill level and background knowledge of the student.  Interests refer to topics that students may want 
to explore or that will motivate students.  Interest level can include material relevant to the content area as well as outside interests of the student.  
Students’ learning profiles refer to various learning styles: visual, auditory, tactile, or kinesthetic learning styles.  
 
 
 
French VI High Honors is a full-year course for Montclair High School students.  All chapters will combine different types of activities that 
revolve around the three modes (interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and will work to enhance all students’ linguistic capacity.  
Students’ grouping preferences and environmental preferences are also included in the differentiation.  Formal and informal assessments 
throughout the whole school year by providing entry points, learning checks, and outcomes that are tailored to students’ different needs will be 
completed to determine student readiness, interest level, and to identify students’ learning styles and environmental preferences.     
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SECTION II 

 
 

French VI curriculum 
 
 
 

Course Description 
 

French VI High Honors. 
This course is intended for qualified students who have completed French V and are interested in completing studies comparable to the 
combination of an Introduction to French Literature and an introduction to French culture through cinema. The program in French VI is designed 
to introduce students who have advanced language skills to the formal study of a representative body of literary texts in French and a selection of 
Francophone movies reflecting the cultural, social, and economic impact that French films have during their time, and what importance they have 
in today's cinema. 
 

Thematic Units for French VI High Honors 
Units of Study: 
 
Part I: Literature of the XVIIIth, XIXth and XXth century through the study of short stories: 
A. Voltaire and Jeannot et Colin 
B. Maupassant and Le Horla. 
C. Marcel Aymé, Le Proverbe, 
D. Sempé and Goscinny, Le Petit Nicolas. 
 
Part II: French Culture through cinema: 
A. Les Triplettes de Belleville 
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B. Être et Avoir. 
C. Comme une image. 
D. La vie en rose 
E. Le Petit Nicolas 
 
 
Part I: Short stories through the centuries: 
  
A. XVIIIth century: Voltaire and Jeannot et Colin 
 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Questions 

7.1 - XVIIIth century France, understand it ideas and main 
events. 
- Philosophy on childhood and education. 
 
 

Who is Voltaire? 
What is the Enlightenment? 
What are the main events of the XVIIth century? 
What is Voltaire's view about childhood and education? 
Is he conflicting with the ideas of his century on the same 
topic? 
How does Voltaire criticize the ideas of his time? 

 
Skills Key Content 

Listening 
Speaking 
Reading  
Writing 
 

• Analyzing the XVIIIth century France, understand it ideas and main 
events. 

• Understand Voltaire's philosophy on childhood and education. 
• Compare Voltaire's philosophy to others in the same century. 
• Analyze a short story. 
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Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
• Projects 
• Quizzes 
• Essays 
• Class participation 
• Informal teacher observation to evaluate 

student’s understandings. 
• Performance on teacher-generated materials 

 

Rubric 
See below  
  

Key Criteria for Differentiation 
 French courses at Montclair High School are taught 
at various levels in a differentiated instructional 
environment based on students’ readiness, interests, 
and learning profiles.  Readiness refers to the skill 
level and background knowledge of the student.  
Interests refer to topics that students may want to 
explore or that will motivate students.  Interest level 
can include material relevant to the content area as 
well as outside interests of the student.  Students’ 
learning profiles refer to various learning styles: 
visual, auditory, tactile, or kinesthetic learning 
styles.  All chapters will incorporate different types 
of activities that revolve around the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and 
will work to enhance all students’ linguistic capacity.  
Students’ grouping preferences and environmental 
preferences are also included in the differentiation.  
Formal and informal assessments throughout the 
whole school year by providing entry points, 
learning checks, and outcomes that are tailored to 
students’ different needs will be completed to 
determine student readiness, interest level, and to 
identify students’ learning styles and environmental 
preferences.    French VI High Honors is a full-year 
course for Montclair High School students and ….. 
 

Resources 
− Short stories packet 
− Authentic materials and 

video/audio clips 
 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices 
− Comprehension (questions) 
− Pre-reading brainstorming: genres of 

literature. 
− Analyze the structure of the short story 

(Introduction/development/conclusion) 
− Essays: Write an alternate ending, a 

follow-up story, analyze the characters. 
− Analyze some “Maximes”(What is a 

maxime? What do Voltaire's mean?) 
 

Enrichment 
• Research/project: the world of science in 

the XVIIIth century 
• Power-Point on Voltaire's life and the 

general context of his time. 
• Debate about the idea of injustice in the 

story. 
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 Key Criteria for Identifying Student 

Needs 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes (interpersonal, 
interpretive, and presentational) will be the primary 
criteria to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current portfolio with 
all work and homework, and poor execution on 
communicative tasks will be key indicators of their 
performance. 
 

 
B. XIXth century: Guy de Maupassant, Le Hola 
 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Questions 

7.1 - XVIIIth century France, understand it ideas and main 
events. 
- Philosophy on childhood and education. 
 
 

− Who is Guy de Maupassant? 
− How does his life reflect the pessimism of Le 

Horla? 
− Why does he write in a journalistic way? 

 
Skills Key Content 

Listening 
Speaking 
Reading  
Writing 
 

• Analyzing the XIXth century France, understand it ideas and main 
events. 

• Understand Maupassant's fantastic style and the pessimism that is 
found in the short story. 

• Analyze a short story. 
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Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
• Projects 
• Quizzes 
• Essays 
• Class participation 
• Informal teacher observation to evaluate 

student’s understandings. 
• Performance on teacher-generated materials 

 

Rubric 
See below  
  

Key Criteria for Differentiation 
 French courses at Montclair High School are taught 
at various levels in a differentiated instructional 
environment based on students’ readiness, interests, 
and learning profiles.  Readiness refers to the skill 
level and background knowledge of the student.  
Interests refer to topics that students may want to 
explore or that will motivate students.  Interest level 
can include material relevant to the content area as 
well as outside interests of the student.  Students’ 
learning profiles refer to various learning styles: 
visual, auditory, tactile, or kinesthetic learning 
styles.  All chapters will incorporate different types 
of activities that revolve around the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and 
will work to enhance all students’ linguistic capacity.  
Students’ grouping preferences and environmental 
preferences are also included in the differentiation.  
Formal and informal assessments throughout the 
whole school year by providing entry points, 
learning checks, and outcomes that are tailored to 
students’ different needs will be completed to 
determine student readiness, interest level, and to 
identify students’ learning styles and environmental 
preferences.    French VI High Honors is a full-year 
course for Montclair High School students and ….. 
 

Resources 
− Short stories packet 
− Authentic materials and 

video/audio clips 
 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices 
− Reading Comprehension questions 
− Brainstorming: how does Maupassant 

build the tension in the short story? How 
does he make the reader believe those are 
real events? What are the literary devices 
he uses to enhance the mystery? 

− Discussion/Oral Presentation questions: 
Analyze Maupassant's fascination with 
water. Discuss how the presence of this 
mysterious being obsesses the narrator. 

− Essay topics:  you are having the same 

Enrichment 
• Project: Imagine what Le Horla looks like. 
• Journal entries: imagine that you, like the 

narrator, are obsessed with a mysterious 
being; write a journal in which you describe 
your dream. 
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haunting dream over and over: describe it. 

 

 
 Key Criteria for Identifying Student 

Needs 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational) will be the primary criteria 
to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current 
portfolio with all work and homework, and 
poor execution on communicative tasks will 
be key indicators of their performance. 
 

 
 

Χ. XXth century: Marcel Aymé, Le Proverbe, Sempé & Goscinny, Le Petit Nicolas, George Simenon and Le Chien Jaune. 
 
1. Le Proverbe, Marcel Aymé 
 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Questions 

7.1 - XXth century France, right before the second world 
war. 
- Education and social class in 9040s France. 
- Bureaucracy in the 19040s 
 

− Who is Marcel Aymé? 
− What are the family relationships like in this 

family? 
− Is school success a priority for anyone? 
− Is it OK to lie to make your parents happy? 
− Are your family dynamics the same as in this 

short story? 
 

Skills Key Content 
Listening 
Speaking 

• Pre-war France: what were the most important criteria for success at 
that time? 

• Discuss historical context of short story: l'entre-deux-guerre. 
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Reading  
Writing 
 

• Analyze a short story. 

 
Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
• Projects 
• Quizzes 
• Essays 
• Class participation 
• Informal teacher observation to evaluate 

student’s understandings. 
• Performance on teacher-generated materials 

 

Rubric 
See below  
  

Key Criteria for Differentiation 
 French courses at Montclair High School are taught 
at various levels in a differentiated instructional 
environment based on students’ readiness, interests, 
and learning profiles.  Readiness refers to the skill 
level and background knowledge of the student.  
Interests refer to topics that students may want to 
explore or that will motivate students.  Interest level 
can include material relevant to the content area as 
well as outside interests of the student.  Students’ 
learning profiles refer to various learning styles: 
visual, auditory, tactile, or kinesthetic learning 
styles.  All chapters will incorporate different types 
of activities that revolve around the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and 
will work to enhance all students’ linguistic capacity.  
Students’ grouping preferences and environmental 
preferences are also included in the differentiation.  
Formal and informal assessments throughout the 
whole school year by providing entry points, 
learning checks, and outcomes that are tailored to 
students’ different needs will be completed to 
determine student readiness, interest level, and to 
identify students’ learning styles and environmental 
preferences.    French VI High Honors is a full-year 
course for Montclair High School students and ….. 
 

Resources 
− Short stories packet 
− Authentic materials and 

video/audio clips 
 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices 
− Reading Comprehension questions 
− Discussion: what do you think of the 

method of education of the 1940s? 
− Alternate ending or write a follow-up 

story. 
− Essay topics:  you are having the same 

haunting dream over and over: describe it. 

Enrichment 
http://www.storimages.tv/les-prods/le-
proverbe:  

• watch the cartoon adaptation of the short 
story: compare it with the short story, 

• imagine a dialogue between the cartoonist 
and the characters. 
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 • Write the same essay as the character: 

“Rien ne sert de courir, il faut partir à 
point”  

• portraits of the characters 
• descriptions of the places. 

 
 Key Criteria for Identifying Student 

Needs 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational) will be the primary criteria 
to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current 
portfolio with all work and homework, and 
poor execution on communicative tasks will 
be key indicators of their performance. 
 

 
2. Sempé and Goscinny, Le Petit Nicolas 
 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Questions 

7.1 − Describe the life of a young boy in the 1950s. 
− Describe characters. 
− Analyze some short stories about the same 

character. 
− Vocabulary and grammar review (Past tense, 

Passé Simple). 
 
 

- Who are Goscinny and Sempé? How did they create that 
character? 
- What is Nicolas like? What do the other characters 
represent? 
- What are some similarities between school in the 1950s 
and now? What was France like in the 1950s? 

 
Skills Key Content 

Listening 
Speaking 

-  Post-war France: research the history. 
• - Education in the 1950s. 
• - Characters as representatives of typical school boys: are there 
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Reading  
Writing 
 

similarities with the XXIst century? 
• - Compare the short stories to the movie and the animated series. 

 
Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
• Projects 
• Quizzes 
• Essays 
• Class participation 
• Informal teacher observation to evaluate 

student’s understandings. 
• Performance on teacher-generated materials 

 

Rubric 
See below  
  

Key Criteria for Differentiation 
 French courses at Montclair High School are taught 
at various levels in a differentiated instructional 
environment based on students’ readiness, interests, 
and learning profiles.  Readiness refers to the skill 
level and background knowledge of the student.  
Interests refer to topics that students may want to 
explore or that will motivate students.  Interest level 
can include material relevant to the content area as 
well as outside interests of the student.  Students’ 
learning profiles refer to various learning styles: 
visual, auditory, tactile, or kinesthetic learning 
styles.  All chapters will incorporate different types 
of activities that revolve around the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and 
will work to enhance all students’ linguistic capacity.  
Students’ grouping preferences and environmental 
preferences are also included in the differentiation.  
Formal and informal assessments throughout the 
whole school year by providing entry points, 
learning checks, and outcomes that are tailored to 
students’ different needs will be completed to 
determine student readiness, interest level, and to 
identify students’ learning styles and environmental 
preferences.    French VI High Honors is a full-year 
course for Montclair High School students and ….. 
 

Resources 
− Le Petit Nicolas stories. 
− Authentic materials and 

video/audio clips: You Tube for the 
animated series. 

− Le Petit Nicolas movie and movie 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices 
− Reading Comprehension questions 
− Brainstorming: how do the authors make 

the characters so funny? 
− Discussion/Oral Presentation questions: 

descriptions and comparisons of characters  
− Essay topics: 
− - When you were Nicolas' age, were you in 

Enrichment 
• Project: Facebook pages for the characters. 
• Journal entries: imagine that you are one of 

the characters in modern time, what would 
your write/ pretend that you are a new 
character in one of the stories we have read, 
write your thoughts. 
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guide. 

− Www.petitnicolas.com 
 

a group like in this movie? What type of 
mischiefs did you get involved in? 

− - Who is your favorite character in the 
movie and why? 

− - What are the funniest moments in this 
movie? Comment. 

− - Discipline in Le Petit Nicolas.    
− Vocabulary and grammar activities based 

on the book and the movie. 
 

• Write a Petit Nicolas story, using the same 
style as the authors. 

 
 Key Criteria for Identifying Student 

Needs 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational) will be the primary criteria 
to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current 
portfolio with all work and homework, and 
poor execution on communicative tasks will 
be key indicators of their performance. 
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3. Mystery novel: George Simenon, Le chien Jaune. 
 
 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Questions 

7.1 − Character description. 
− Plot description. 

 
 

− Who is George Simenon? 
− What is France like in the 1930s? 
− Who is Maigret? What is he doing in 

Concarneau? 
− Why is the yellow dog significant? 

 
Skills Key Content 

Listening 
Speaking 
Reading  
Writing 
 

• Concarneau and la Bretagne: historical and geographical features. 
• Discuss historical context of novel: early 1930s. 
• Analyze a novel, summarize each chapter. 
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Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
• Projects 
• Quizzes 
• Essays 
• Class participation 
• Informal teacher observation to evaluate 

student’s understandings. 
• Performance on teacher-generated materials 

 

Rubric 
See below  
  

Key Criteria for Differentiation 
 French courses at Montclair High School are taught 
at various levels in a differentiated instructional 
environment based on students’ readiness, interests, 
and learning profiles.  Readiness refers to the skill 
level and background knowledge of the student.  
Interests refer to topics that students may want to 
explore or that will motivate students.  Interest level 
can include material relevant to the content area as 
well as outside interests of the student.  Students’ 
learning profiles refer to various learning styles: 
visual, auditory, tactile, or kinesthetic learning 
styles.  All chapters will incorporate different types 
of activities that revolve around the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and 
will work to enhance all students’ linguistic capacity.  
Students’ grouping preferences and environmental 
preferences are also included in the differentiation.  
Formal and informal assessments throughout the 
whole school year by providing entry points, 
learning checks, and outcomes that are tailored to 
students’ different needs will be completed to 
determine student readiness, interest level, and to 
identify students’ learning styles and environmental 
preferences.    French VI High Honors is a full-year 
course for Montclair High School students and ….. 
 

Resources 
− Novel Le Chien Jaune. 
− Authentic materials and 

video/audio clips: you tube video 
about Concarneau, video of the 
beginning of the movie adaptation 
of 1969 

 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices 
− Reading Comprehension questions 
− Discussion: who is the murderer? 
− Alternate ending or write a follow-up 

story. 
− Essay topics:   

- Analyze the suspense of the story. 
− - Summarize the novel. 

 
 

Enrichment 
− Project: Facebook pages of the characters. 
− Analysis and comparisons of the book 

covers and movie posters. 
− Character descriptions. 
− Original summary of the novel with power 

point or poster representing the novel. 
− Make own book cover or movie poster. 
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 Key Criteria for Identifying Student 

Needs 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational) will be the primary criteria 
to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current 
portfolio with all work and homework, and 
poor execution on communicative tasks will 
be key indicators of their performance. 
 

 
Part II: French Culture through cinema:   

 
A. Les Triplettes de Belleville 
 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Questions 

7.1 − Le Tour de France 
− Competitive racing. 
− Movie character description. 
− Descriptions and comparisons of settings 

• What was France like in the 1940s and 1950s, 
specifically in cities such as Marseille and Paris? 

• What is Le Tour de France? 
• What vocabulary do I use when analyzing a 

movie? 
• Can I analyze and compare literary excerpts about 

cycling and competitions such as Le Tour de 
France? 

• What are some safety tips for bikers? 
• What are the qualities of a competitive athlete, 

such as a cyclist? 
• How do movie characters interact with each other 

? 
 

Skills Key Content 
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Listening 
Speaking 
Reading  
Writing 
 

• discuss the Tour de France 
• Describe France in the 1940s and 1950s 
• Discuss road safety and traffic rules in France. 
• Analyze a movie, using specific vocabulary. 
• Analyze literary and cultural excerpts about Tour de France and 

cycling competitions. 
 
Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
• Projects 
• Quizzes 
• Essays 
• Class participation 
• Informal teacher observation to evaluate 

student’s understandings. 
• Performance on teacher-generated materials 

 

Rubric 
See below  
  

Key Criteria for Differentiation 
 French courses at Montclair High School are taught 
at various levels in a differentiated instructional 
environment based on students’ readiness, interests, 
and learning profiles.  Readiness refers to the skill 
level and background knowledge of the student.  
Interests refer to topics that students may want to 
explore or that will motivate students.  Interest level 
can include material relevant to the content area as 
well as outside interests of the student.  Students’ 
learning profiles refer to various learning styles: 
visual, auditory, tactile, or kinesthetic learning 
styles.  All chapters will incorporate different types 
of activities that revolve around the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and 
will work to enhance all students’ linguistic capacity.  
Students’ grouping preferences and environmental 
preferences are also included in the differentiation.  
Formal and informal assessments throughout the 
whole school year by providing entry points, 
learning checks, and outcomes that are tailored to 
students’ different needs will be completed to 
determine student readiness, interest level, and to 
identify students’ learning styles and environmental 
preferences.    French VI High Honors is a full-year 
course for Montclair High School students and ….. 
 

Resources 
− Les Triplettes de Belleville movie 

and movie guide. 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices 
− Reading Comprehension on different texts 

related to the theme of biking and 
competitions such as le Tour de France. 

− Character descriptions. 

Enrichment 
• Research/project: Le Tour de France. 
• Poster and oral presentations on the 

competitive sports. 
• Write own scenario. 
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− Summary of the movie. 
− Essays: Imagine the end of the story 

(Before Chapter 7), Character description, 
summary and critique of movie.  

 

• Research on Botero. 

 
 Key Criteria for Identifying Student 

Needs 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes (interpersonal, 
interpretive, and presentational) will be the primary 
criteria to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current portfolio with 
all work and homework, and poor execution on 
communicative tasks will be key indicators of their 
performance. 
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B. Être et Avoir 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Questions 

7.1 − Education and school system in France: 
education in the countryside. 

− Être and avoir review. 
− Future  
− Adjectives and demonstrative pronouns 

(review) 
− Negation 

- What are the differences between the American and the 
French Education system? 
- Is education any different in the countryside than in the 
city? 
- What is the relationship between the teacher and his 
students like? Would that be any different in a different 
setting? 
- What are the challenges of the type of schooling in this 
documentary? What are its advantages? 

 
Skills Key Content 

Listening 
Speaking 
Reading  
Writing 
 

- Analyze a documentary. 
- Describe a rural region of France and its living conditions. 
- Compare your own education to the one in France. 
- Analyze poems and other literary excerpts about education. 

 
Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
• Projects 
• Quizzes 
• Essays 
• Class participation 
• Informal teacher observation to evaluate 

student’s understandings. 
• Performance on teacher-generated materials 

 

Rubric 
See below  
  

Key Criteria for Differentiation 
 French courses at Montclair High School are taught 
at various levels in a differentiated instructional 
environment based on students’ readiness, interests, 
and learning profiles.  Readiness refers to the skill 
level and background knowledge of the student.  
Interests refer to topics that students may want to 
explore or that will motivate students.  Interest level 
can include material relevant to the content area as 
well as outside interests of the student.  Students’ 
learning profiles refer to various learning styles: 
visual, auditory, tactile, or kinesthetic learning 
styles.  All chapters will incorporate different types 
of activities that revolve around the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and 
will work to enhance all students’ linguistic capacity.  
Students’ grouping preferences and environmental 
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preferences are also included in the differentiation.  
Formal and informal assessments throughout the 
whole school year by providing entry points, 
learning checks, and outcomes that are tailored to 
students’ different needs will be completed to 
determine student readiness, interest level, and to 
identify students’ learning styles and environmental 
preferences.    French VI High Honors is a full-year 
course for Montclair High School students and ….. 
 

Resources 
 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices 
− Comprehension of scenes. 
− Reading comprehension of literary 

excerpts about education. 
− Character descriptions. 
− Reading comprehension on the origins of 

education (Charlemagne) 
− Setting of the movie: research on the 

weather in Auvergne. 
− Grammar activities. 
− Discussion on the philosophy of education. 
− Reading comprehensions on education and 

equality and private versus public 
education. 

− Newspaper article analysis.  

Enrichment. 
− Photo description/discussion. 
− Write own guided scenario 
− Research and presentations on French 

education system and schools in the 
countryside. 

− Song “Sacré Charlemagne” by France Gall. 
 
 
 

 
 Key Criteria for Identifying Student 

Needs 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes (interpersonal, 
interpretive, and presentational) will be the primary 
criteria to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current portfolio with 
all work and homework, and poor execution on 
communicative tasks will be key indicators of their 
performance. 
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C. Comme une image 
 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Questions 

7.1 − Family relationships 
− Cultural Activities in France: cinema, music, 

literature, cafes, Paris 
− Relative pronouns review 
− Adverbs review 
− Technology and celebrity 

- How do French people spend their free time according to 
their age? 
- What cultural activities do the French like to engage in? 
- Does fame change people? 
- How does technology affect celebrities? 
- What are family dynamics like in this movie? 
- Are young people's lives more intense than their parents? 
How? 

 
Skills Key Content 

Listening 
Speaking 
Reading  
Writing 
 

- Analyze statistics about free time and cultural activities. 
- Describe characters and settings. 
- Analyze a movie, using specific vocabulary. 
- Analyze literary and cultural excerpts about celebrities. 
- Analyze specific scenes. 
- Describe the evolution of the main characters. 
- Discuss the role of cultural activities in people's lives (reading, movies, etc.) 
- Discuss the role of parents in developing a child's talent. 

 
Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
• Projects 
• Quizzes 
• Essays 
• Class participation 
• Informal teacher observation to evaluate 

student’s understandings. 
• Performance on teacher-generated materials 

 

Rubric 
See below  
  

Key Criteria for Differentiation 
 French courses at Montclair High School are taught 
at various levels in a differentiated instructional 
environment based on students’ readiness, interests, 
and learning profiles.  Readiness refers to the skill 
level and background knowledge of the student.  
Interests refer to topics that students may want to 
explore or that will motivate students.  Interest level 
can include material relevant to the content area as 
well as outside interests of the student.  Students’ 
learning profiles refer to various learning styles: 
visual, auditory, tactile, or kinesthetic learning 
styles.  All chapters will incorporate different types 
of activities that revolve around the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and 
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will work to enhance all students’ linguistic capacity.  
Students’ grouping preferences and environmental 
preferences are also included in the differentiation.  
Formal and informal assessments throughout the 
whole school year by providing entry points, 
learning checks, and outcomes that are tailored to 
students’ different needs will be completed to 
determine student readiness, interest level, and to 
identify students’ learning styles and environmental 
preferences.    French VI High Honors is a full-year 
course for Montclair High School students and ….. 
 

Resources 
 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices 
− Analysis of surveys on what French people 

do during their free time according to their 
age. 

− Actors and director's profiles 
− Discussion on fame and celebrities. 
− How much of their free time do French 

people spend in cultural activities. 
− Movie profile. 
− Character descriptions. 
− Grammar activities (relative pronouns, 

adverbs)  
− Essay about a woman who lives in the 

shadow of her father, like Lolita. 

Enrichment 
− e-mail asking for advice. 
− Photo description/discussion. 
− Write own guided scenario 
− Research and presentations on French 

celebrities. 
 
 

 
 Key Criteria for Identifying Student 

Needs 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes (interpersonal, 
interpretive, and presentational) will be the primary 
criteria to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current portfolio with 
all work and homework, and poor execution on 
communicative tasks will be key indicators of their 
performance. 
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La vie en rose 
 
 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Questions 

7.1 − The life of a famous French singer, Edith Piaf. 
− The ups and downs of celebrity. 

- Who was Edith Piaf? 
- Where is she from? How did she become famous? 
- How was her life a series of dependences? 
- Are all the people in her life her true friends? 

 
Skills Key Content 

Listening 
Speaking 
Reading  
Writing 
 

- Describe characters and settings. 
- Analyze a movie, using specific vocabulary. 
- Analyze literary and cultural excerpts about Edith Piaf. 
- Analyze specific scenes. 
- Describe the evolution of the main characters. 
- Discuss the influence of celebrities on people's lives. 
 

 
Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
• Projects 
• Quizzes 
• Essays 
• Class participation 
• Informal teacher observation to evaluate 

student’s understandings. 
• Performance on teacher-generated materials 

 

Rubric 
See below  
  

Key Criteria for Differentiation 
 French courses at Montclair High School are taught 
at various levels in a differentiated instructional 
environment based on students’ readiness, interests, 
and learning profiles.  Readiness refers to the skill 
level and background knowledge of the student.  
Interests refer to topics that students may want to 
explore or that will motivate students.  Interest level 
can include material relevant to the content area as 
well as outside interests of the student.  Students’ 
learning profiles refer to various learning styles: 
visual, auditory, tactile, or kinesthetic learning 
styles.  All chapters will incorporate different types 
of activities that revolve around the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) and 
will work to enhance all students’ linguistic capacity.  
Students’ grouping preferences and environmental 
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preferences are also included in the differentiation.  
Formal and informal assessments throughout the 
whole school year by providing entry points, 
learning checks, and outcomes that are tailored to 
students’ different needs will be completed to 
determine student readiness, interest level, and to 
identify students’ learning styles and environmental 
preferences.    French VI High Honors is a full-year 
course for Montclair High School students and ….. 
 

Resources 
 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices 
− Actors and director's profiles 
− Discussion on fame and celebrities. 
− Movie profile. 
− Character descriptions. 
− Vocabulary activities. 
− Essays:  
− - The story of Edith Piaf is a series of 

dependences? 
− - Find the lyrics of “Je ne regrette rien” 

and compare them to her life. 
− - “Your voice is like the soul of Paris ” 

said Marlène Dietrich. Explain. 
 

Enrichment 
− Write own guided scenario 
− Research and presentations on French 

celebrities seen in the movie: Aznavour, 
Montand, Cocteau, Dietrich, Ginger 
Rodgers, Marlon Brando, Charlie Chaplin. 

− Write the obituary of Edith Piaf. 
 

 
 Key Criteria for Identifying Student 

Needs 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes (interpersonal, 
interpretive, and presentational) will be the primary 
criteria to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current portfolio with 
all work and homework, and poor execution on 
communicative tasks will be key indicators of their 
performance. 
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Pacing Guide  
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum 
Content Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

September  Who is Voltaire? 
What is the 
Enlightenment? 
What are the main events 
of the XVIIth century? 
What is Voltaire's view 
about childhood and 
education? 
Is he conflicting with the 
ideas of his century on 
the same topic? 
How does Voltaire 
criticize the ideas of his 
time? 
Who is Guy de 
Maupassant? 
How does his life reflect 
the pessimism of Le 
Horla? 
Why does he write in a 
journalistic way? 

- Analyzing the XVIIIth 
century France, 
understand it ideas and 
main events. 
- Understand Voltaire's 
philosophy on childhood 
and education. 
- Compare Voltaire's 
philosophy to others in 
the same century. 
Analyze a short story 
Analyzing the XIXth 
century France, 
understand it ideas and 
main events. 
Understand Maupassant's 
fantastic style and the 
pessimism that is found 
in the short story. 
. 

Comprehension 
(questions) 
Pre-reading 
brainstorming: 
genres of literature. 
Analyze the 
structure of the short 
story 
(Introduction/develo
pment/conclusion) 
Essays: Write an 
alternate ending, a 
follow-up story, 
analyze the 
characters. 
Analyze some 
“Maximes” (What is 
a maxime? What do 
Voltaire's mean?) 
Brainstorming: how 
does Maupassant 
build the tension in 
the short story? How 
does he make the 
reader believe those 
are real events? 
What are the literary 
devices he uses to 
enhance the 
mystery? 
Discussion/Oral 
Presentation 
questions: Analyze 
Maupassant's 
fascination with 

Research/project: the world 
of science in the XVIIIth 
century: using the 
internet/language lab. 
Power-Point on Voltaire's 
life and the general context 
of his time. 

Projects 
Quizzes 
Essays 
Class participation 
Informal teacher 
observation to 
evaluate student’s 
understandings. 
Performance on 
teacher-generated 
materials 
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water. Discuss how 
the presence of this 
mysterious being 
obsesses the narrator. 
Essay topics:  you 
are having the same 
haunting dream over 
and over:  

October  Who is Marcel Aymé? 
What are the family 
relationships like in this 
family? 
Is school success a 
priority for anyone? 
Is it OK to lie to make 
your parents happy? 
Are your family 
dynamics the same as in 
this short story? 

Pre-war France: what 
were the most important 
criteria for success at that 
time? 
Discuss historical 
context of short story: 
l'entre-deux-guerre. 
Analyze a short story. 

Reading 
Comprehension 
questions 
Discussion: what do 
you think of the 
method of education 
of the 1940s? 
Alternate ending or 
write a follow-up 
story. 
Essay topics:  you 
are having the same 
haunting dream over 
and over: describe it. 
 

Enrichment 
http://www.storimages
.tv/les-prods/le-
proverbe:  
watch the cartoon 
adaptation of the short 
story: compare it with the 
short story, 
imagine a dialogue 
between the cartoonist and 
the characters. 
Write the same essay as the 
character: “Rien ne sert de 
courir, il faut partir à point”  
portraits of the characters 
descriptions of the places. 

Projects 
Quizzes 
Essays 
Class participation 
Informal teacher 
observation to 
evaluate student’s 
understandings. 
Performance on 
teacher-generated 
materials 
 

November   Who are Goscinny and 
Sempé? How did they 
create that character? 
- What is Nicolas like? 
What do the other 
characters represent? 
- What are some 
similarities between 
school in the 1950s and 
now? What was France 
like in the 1950s? 

Post-war France: 
research the history. 
- Education in the 1950s. 
- Characters as 
representatives of typical 
school boys: are there 
similarities with the 
XXIst century? 
- Compare the short 
stories to the movie and 
the animated series. 

Reading 
Comprehension 
questions 
Brainstorming: how 
do the authors make 
the characters so 
funny? 
Discussion/Oral 
Presentation 
questions: 
descriptions and 
comparisons of 
characters  
Essay topics: 
- When you were 

- 
www.petitnicolas.com 
-Project: Facebook pages 
for the characters. 
- Journal entries: imagine 
that you are one of the 
characters in modern time, 
what would your write/ 
pretend that you are a new 
character in one of the 
stories we have read, write 
your thoughts. 
Write a Petit Nicolas story, 
using the same style as the 
authors. 

Projects 
Quizzes 
Essays 
Class participation 
Informal teacher 
observation to 
evaluate student’s 
understandings. 
Performance on 
teacher-generated 
materials 
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Nicolas' age, were 
you in a group like 
in this movie? What 
type of mischiefs did 
you get involved in? 
- Who is your 
favorite character in 
the movie and why? 
- What are the 
funniest moments in 
this movie? 
Comment. 
- Discipline in Le 
Petit Nicolas.    
Vocabulary and 
grammar activities 
based on the book 
and the movie. 
 

December  Who is George 
Simenon? 
What is France like in 
the 1930s? 
Who is Maigret? What is 
he doing in Concarneau? 
Why is the yellow dog 
significant? 

Concarneau and la 
Bretagne: historical and 
geographical features. 
Discuss historical 
context of novel: early 
1930s. 
Analyze a novel, 
summarize each chapter. 

Reading 
Comprehension 
questions 
Discussion: who is 
the murderer? 
Alternate ending or 
write a follow-up 
story. 
Essay topics:   
- Analyze the 
suspense of the 
story. 
- Summarize the 
novel. 

- Project: Facebook pages 
of the characters. 
- Analysis and comparisons 
of the book covers and 
movie posters. 
- Character descriptions. 
Original summary of the 
novel with power point or 
poster representing the 
novel. 
 

Projects 
Quizzes 
Essays 
Class participation 
Informal teacher 
observation to 
evaluate student’s 
understandings. 
Performance on 
teacher-generated 
materials 
 

January  What was France like in 
the 1940s and 1950s, 
specifically in cities such 
as Marseille and Paris? 
What is Le Tour de 
France? 
What vocabulary do I use 

discuss the Tour de 
France 
Describe France in the 
1940s and 1950s 
Discuss road safety and 
traffic rules in France. 
Analyze a movie, using 

Reading 
Comprehension on 
different texts 
related to the theme 
of biking and 
competitions such as 
le Tour de France. 

Research/Project: Le Tour 
de France. 
www.youtube.com 
 

Projects 
Quizzes 
Essays 
Class participation 
Informal teacher 
observation to 
evaluate student’s 

29 
 

http://www.youtube.com/


Montclair High School 
FRENCH VI HIGH HONORS / 10-12 

Montclair Public Schools 
when analyzing a movie? 
Can I analyze and 
compare literary excerpts 
about cycling and 
competitions such as Le 
Tour de France? 
What are some safety 
tips for bikers? 
What are the qualities of 
a competitive athlete, 
such as a cyclist? 
How do movie characters 
interact with each other? 

specific vocabulary. 
Analyze literary and 
cultural excerpts about 
Tour de France and 
cycling competitions. 

Character 
descriptions. 
Summary of the 
movie. 
Essays: Imagine the 
end of the story 
(Before Chapter 7), 
Character 
description, 
summary and 
critique of movie.  
 

understandings. 
Performance on 
teacher-generated 
materials 
 

February-
march 

 - What are the 
differences between the 
American and the French 
Education system? 
- Is education any 
different in the 
countryside than in the 
city? 
- What is the relationship 
between the teacher and 
his students like? Would 
that be any different in a 
different setting? 
- What are the challenges 
of the type of schooling 
in this documentary? 
What are its advantages? 
What are the differences 
between this 
documentary and Entre 
les murs? 
Black history month: 
Education in African 
countries: what are their 
challenges? What are 
their strengths? What can 
we do to help them? 

 Analyze a documentary. 
- Describe a rural region 
of France and its living 
conditions. 
- Compare your own 
education to the one in 
France. 
- Analyze poems and 
other literary excerpts 
about education. 
- Compare movies about 
education. 
- Analyze poems and 
short stories from authors 
from La Négritude 
movement. 
- Read and analyze 
articles showing the role 
of women in education. 
 

Comprehension of 
scenes. 
Reading 
comprehension of 
literary excerpts 
about education. 
Character 
descriptions. 
Reading 
comprehension on 
the origins of 
education 
(Charlemagne) 
Setting of the movie: 
research on the 
weather in 
Auvergne. 
Grammar activities. 
Discussion on the 
philosophy of 
education. 
Reading 
comprehensions on 
education and 
equality and private 
versus public 
education. 

Photo 
description/discussion. 
Write own guided scenario 
Research and presentations 
on French education 
system and schools in the 
countryside. 
Song “Sacré Charlemagne” 
by France Gall: 
www.youtube.com 
 
 

Projects 
Quizzes 
Essays 
Class participation 
Informal teacher 
observation to 
evaluate student’s 
understandings. 
Performance on 
teacher-generated 
materials 
 

30 
 



Montclair High School 
FRENCH VI HIGH HONORS / 10-12 

Montclair Public Schools 
Aimé Césaire et la 
Négritude: Who was 
Aimé Césaire? What 
were his objectives with 
his movement La 
Négritude? 
March: Women history 
month: what is the role 
of women in education? 
Who were some 
significant women in the 
world of education in the 
French=speaking world? 

Newspaper article 
analysis.  

April   How do French people 
spend their free time 
according to their age? 
- What cultural activities 
do the French like to 
engage in? 
- Does fame change 
people? 
- How does technology 
affect celebrities? 
- What are family 
dynamics like in this 
movie? 
- Are young people's 
lives more intense than 
their parents? How? 

- Analyze statistics about 
free time and cultural 
activities. 
- Describe characters and 
settings. 
- Analyze a movie, using 
specific vocabulary. 
- Analyze literary and 
cultural excerpts about 
celebrities. 
- Analyze specific 
scenes. 
- Describe the evolution 
of the main characters. 
- Discuss the role of 
cultural activities in 
people's lives (reading, 
movies, etc.) 
- Discuss the role of 
parents in developing a 
child's talent. 

- Analyze statistics 
about free time and 
cultural activities. 
- Describe characters 
and settings. 
- Analyze a movie, 
using specific 
vocabulary. 
- Analyze literary 
and cultural excerpts 
about celebrities. 
- Analyze specific 
scenes. 
- Describe the 
evolution of the 
main characters. 
- Discuss the role of 
cultural activities in 
people's lives 
(reading, movies, 
etc.) 
- Discuss the role of 
parents in 
developing a child's 
talent. 

Research and presentations 
on French celebrities. 
www.google.com 
 
 

Projects 
Quizzes 
Essays 
Class participation 
Informal teacher 
observation to 
evaluate student’s 
understandings. 
Performance on 
teacher-generated 
materials 
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May- June  - Who was Edith Piaf? 

- Where is she from? 
How did she become 
famous? 
- How was her life a 
series of dependences? 
- Are all the people in her 
life her true friends? 

- Describe characters and 
settings. 
- Analyze a movie, using 
specific vocabulary. 
- Analyze literary and 
cultural excerpts about 
Edith Piaf. 
- Analyze specific 
scenes. 
- Describe the evolution 
of the main characters. 
- Discuss the influence of 
celebrities on people's 
lives. 

Actors and director's 
profiles 
Discussion on fame 
and celebrities. 
Movie profile. 
Character 
descriptions. 
Vocabulary 
activities. 
Essays:  
- The story of Edith 
Piaf is a series of 
dependences? 
- Find the lyrics of 
“Je ne regrette rien” 
and compare them to 
her life. 
- “Your voice is like 
the soul of Paris ” 
said Marlène 
Dietrich. Explain. 

Www.google.com: 
Research and presentations 
on French celebrities seen 
in the movie: Aznavour, 
Montand, Cocteau, 
Dietrich, Ginger Rodgers, 
Marlon Brando, Charlie 
Chaplin. 
- read the obituary of Edith 
Piaf. 
 

Projects 
Quizzes 
Essays 
Class participation 
Informal teacher 
observation to 
evaluate student’s 
understandings. 
Performance on 
teacher-generated 
materials 
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Common Rubrics 

 
JOURNAL WRITING as it pertains to foreign language and the ACTFL K-12 Performance Guidelines 
Journal writing is commonly used, especially in upper-level foreign language classrooms. Journal writing is usually done a specified number of times per week 
or per month, with a specified length for an acceptable entry. Sometimes a prompt or topic is assigned. Other times a variety of topics need to be covered over 
several weeks’ time. Most teachers read and respond to the journal entry, without being too concerned with correcting spelling and grammar, in the interests of 
using writing to communicate. Spelling and grammar will matter if they get in the way of the communication. 
You will keep a personal journal in your binder, either in the Devoirs section or Culture section, depending on the topic. A journal is a reflection on a topic such 
as (but not limited to): 
 

-1- My weekend 

-2- My favorite  (i.e., film, music, artist, class, food shirt) 

-3- Pet Peeves 

-4- Pets or family members 

-5- News items 

-6- Sports and teams 

It is not a list. All entries should be in complete sentences. No English words may be used: you should try to write without using a dictionary and must 
underline all words you looked up. Please do not use an online translation site and translate whole sentences or paragraphs. I can tell when it’s been used. It’s 
ok to look up one word at a time, but not complete sentences as the translation often translates in the order given in the original sentence. 
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Rubric:  

Excellent 
9-10 points 

 Includes specific details of personal thoughts or feelings 
 Shows evidence of reflection and introspection 
 Addresses all aspects of the writing prompt 
Neatly written and legible 

Good 
7-8 points 

 Includes general details of personal thoughts or 
feelings 

 Shows reflection and introspection 
 Attempts most aspects of the writing prompt 
 Legible 

Fair 
5-6 points 

 Includes only limited expansion of ideas 
 Shows some evidence of reflection  
 Omits one or more aspects of the writing prompt 
 Rather difficult to read 

Marginal 
3-4 points 

 Responds in short, superficial manner. Includes no 
evidence of reflection. 

 Does not correspond to prompt. 
 Almost illegible 

Failing 
0 pt 

 One sentence, English used or no entry 
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Presentational Writing: Persuasive Essay 
5: STRONG performance in Presentational Writing 
• Effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates a high degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints, with very few minor inaccuracies 
• Integrates content from all three sources in support of the essay 
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with a high degree of clarity; develops a persuasive argument with coherence and 
detail 
• Organized essay; effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax and usage, with few errors 
• Develops paragraph-length discourse with a variety of simple and compound sentences, and some complex sentences 
4: GOOD performance in Presentational Writing 
• Generally effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; may include a few inaccuracies 
• Summarizes, with limited integration, content from all three sources in support of the essay 
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with clarity; develops a persuasive argument with coherence 
• Organized essay; some effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• General control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Develops mostly paragraph-length discourse with simple, compound and a few complex sentences 
3: FAIR performance in Presentational Writing 
• Suitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates a moderate degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes some inaccuracies 
• Summarizes content from at least two sources in support of the essay 
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops a somewhat persuasive argument with some coherence 
• Some organization; limited use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
• Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Some control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Uses strings of mostly simple sentences, with a few compound sentences 
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2: WEAK performance in Presentational Writing 
• Unsuitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates a low degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; information may be limited or inaccurate 
• Summarizes content from one or two sources; may not support the essay 
• Presents, or at least suggests, the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops an unpersuasive argument somewhat incoherently 
• Limited organization; ineffective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the reader 
• Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Limited control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Uses strings of simple sentences and phrases 
1: POOR performance in Presentational Writing 
• Almost no treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates poor comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes frequent and significant inaccuracies 
• Mostly repeats statements from sources or may not refer to any sources 
• Minimally suggests the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; argument is undeveloped or incoherent 
• Little or no organization; absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices 
• Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
• Very few vocabulary resources 
• Little or no control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Very simple sentences or fragments 
0: UNACCEPTABLE performance in Presentational Writing 
• Mere restatement of language from the prompt 
• Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic 
• “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand” or equivalent in any language 
• Not in the language of the exam 
- (hyphen): BLANK (no response) 
Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 
5: STRONG performance in Interpersonal Speaking 
• Maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is clearly appropriate within the context of the task 
• Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement and support of opinion) with frequent elaboration 
• Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax and usage, with few errors 
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• Mostly consistent use of register appropriate for the conversation 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response comprehensible; errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) improves comprehensibility 
4: GOOD performance in Interpersonal Speaking 
• Maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is generally appropriate within the context of the task 
• Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement and support of opinion) with some elaboration 
• Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• General control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Generally consistent use of register appropriate for the conversation, except for occasional shifts 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response mostly comprehensible; errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually improves comprehensibility 
3: FAIR performance in Interpersonal Speaking 
• Maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is somewhat appropriate within the context of the task 
• Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement and support of opinion) 
• Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
• Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Some control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Use of register may be inappropriate for the conversation with several shifts 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response generally comprehensible; errors occasionally impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) sometimes improves comprehensibility 
2: WEAK performance in Interpersonal Speaking 
• Partially maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is minimally appropriate within the context of the task 
• Provides some required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement and support of opinion) 
• Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the listener 
• Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Limited control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Use of register is generally inappropriate for the conversation 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend at times; errors impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually does not improve comprehensibility 
1: POOR performance in Interpersonal Speaking 
• Unsuccessfully attempts to maintain the exchange by providing a series of responses that is inappropriate within the context of the task 
• Provides little required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement and support of opinion) 
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• Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
• Very few vocabulary resources 
• Little or no control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Minimal or no attention to register 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend; errors impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) does not improve comprehensibility 
0: UNACCEPTABLE performance in Interpersonal Speaking 
• Mere restatement of language from the prompts 
• Clearly does not respond to the prompts 
• “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand” or equivalent in any language 
• Not in the language of the exam 
- (hyphen): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) 
 
Presentational Speaking: Cultural Comparison 
5: STRONG performance in Presentational Speaking 
• Effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Clearly compares the student’s own community with the target culture, including supporting details and relevant examples 
• Demonstrates understanding of the target culture, despite a few minor inaccuracies 
• Organized presentation; effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax and usage, with few errors 
• Mostly consistent use of register appropriate for the presentation 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response comprehensible; errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) improves comprehensibility 
4: GOOD performance in Presentational Speaking 
• Generally effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Compares the student’s own community with the target culture, including some supporting details and mostly relevant examples 
• Demonstrates some understanding of the target culture, despite minor inaccuracies 
• Organized presentation; some effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• General control of grammar, syntax and usage 
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• Generally consistent use of register appropriate for the presentation, except for occasional shifts 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response mostly comprehensible; errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually improves comprehensibility 
3: FAIR performance in Presentational Speaking 
• Suitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Compares the student’s own community with the target culture, including a few supporting details and examples 
• Demonstrates a basic understanding of the target culture, despite inaccuracies 
• Some organization; limited use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
• Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Some control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Use of register may be inappropriate for the presentation with several shifts 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response generally comprehensible; errors occasionally impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) sometimes improves comprehensibility 
2: WEAK performance in Presentational Speaking 
• Unsuitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Presents information about the student’s own community and the target culture, but may not compare them; consists mostly of statements with 
no development 
• Demonstrates a limited understanding of the target culture; may include several inaccuracies 
• Limited organization; ineffective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the listener 
• Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Limited control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Use of register is generally inappropriate for the presentation 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend at times; errors impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually does not improve comprehensibility 
1: POOR performance in Presentational Speaking 
• Almost no treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Presents information only about the student’s own community or only about the target culture, and may not include examples 
• Demonstrates minimal understanding of the target culture; generally inaccurate 
• Little or no organization; absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices 
• Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
• Very few vocabulary resources 
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• Little or no control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Minimal or no attention to register 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend; errors impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) does not improve comprehensibility 
0: UNACCEPTABLE performance in Presentational Speaking 
• Mere restatement of language from the prompt 
• Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic 
• “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand” or equivalent in any language 
• Not in the language of the exam 
- (hyphen): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) 
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SECTION III   

 
NJ Core Content Curriculum Standards 

Novice-Mid 
 
Interpretive 
 
7.1.NM.A.1 Recognize familiar spoken or written words and phrases contained in culturally authentic materials using electronic 

information sources related to targeted themes. 
7.1.NM.A.2 Demonstrate comprehension of simple, oral and written directions, commands, and requests through appropriate physical 

response. 
7.1.NM.A.3 Recognize a few common gestures and cultural practices associated with the target culture(s).  
7.1.NM.A.4 Identify familiar people, places, and objects based on simple oral and/or written descriptions. 
7.1.NM.A.5 
 

Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral and written messages using age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials 
on familiar topics. 

 
Interpersonal 
 
7.1.NM.B.1 Use digital tools to exchange basic information at the word and memorized-phrase level related to self and 

targeted themes.  
7.1.NM.B.2 Give and follow simple oral and written directions, commands, and requests when participating in age-

appropriate classroom and cultural activities. 
7.1.NM.B.3 Imitate appropriate gestures and intonation of the target culture(s)/language during greetings, leave-takings, 

and daily interactions. 
7.1.NM.B.4 Ask and respond to simple questions, make requests, and express preferences using memorized words and 

phrases. 
7.1.NM.B.5 Exchange information using words, phrases, and short sentences practiced in class on familiar topics or on 

topics studied in other content areas.   
 
 
Presentational 
 
7.1.NM.C.1 Use basic information at the word and memorized-phrase level to create a multimedia-rich presentation on 

targeted themes to be shared virtually with a target language audience.  
7.1.NM.C.2 Imitate, recite, and/or dramatize simple poetry, rhymes, songs, and skits. 
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7.1.NM.C.3 Copy/write words, phrases, or simple guided texts on familiar topics.  
7.1.NM.C.4 Present information from age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials orally or in writing.   
7.1.NM.C.5 Name and label tangible cultural products and imitate cultural practices from the target culture(s). 
 
Novice-High 
 
Interpretive 
 
7.1.NH.A.1 Recognize familiar words and phrases, understand the main idea, and infer the meaning of some highly 

contextualized, unfamiliar spoken or written words contained in culturally authentic materials using electronic 
information sources related to targeted themes. 

7.1.NH.A.2 Demonstrate comprehension of a series of oral and written directions, commands, and requests through 
appropriate physical response. 

7.1.NH.A.3 Recognize some common gestures and cultural practices associated with target culture(s).    
7.1.NH.A.4 Identify people, places, objects, and activities in daily life based on oral or written descriptions.  
7.1.NH.A.5 Demonstrate comprehension of short conversations and brief written messages on familiar topics.       
7.1.NH.A.6 Identify the main idea and other significant ideas in readings from age- and level-appropriate, culturally 

authentic materials.   
 
Interpersonal 
 
7.1.NH.B.1 Use digital tools to exchange basic information by recombining memorized words, phrases, and sentences on 

topics related to self and targeted themes.    
7.1.NH.B.2 Give and follow a series of oral and written directions, commands, and requests for participating in age- and 

level- appropriate classroom and cultural activities. 
7.1.NH.B.3 Imitate appropriate gestures, intonation, and common idiomatic expressions of the target culture(s)/language 

during daily interactions. 
7.1.NH.B.4 Ask and respond to questions, make requests, and express preferences in various social situations. 
7.1.NH.B.5 Converse on a variety of familiar topics and/or topics studied in other content areas. 
 
Presentational 
 
7.1.NH.C.1 Recombine basic information at the word and sentence level related to self and targeted themes to create a 

multimedia-rich presentation to be shared virtually with a target language audience.  
7.1.NH.C.2 Create and present brief messages, poems, rhymes, songs, short plays, or role-plays using familiar vocabulary 

orally or in writing. 
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7.1.NH.C.3 Describe in writing people and things from the home and school environment.   
7.1.NH.C.4 Tell or retell stories from age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials orally or in writing.   
7.1.NH.C.5 Tell or write about cultural products associated with the target culture(s), and simulate common cultural 

practices.   
 
 
Intermediate-Low 
 
Interpretive 
 
7.1.NH.A.1 Recognize familiar words and phrases, understand the main idea, and infer the meaning of some highly 

contextualized, unfamiliar spoken or written words contained in culturally authentic materials using electronic 
information sources related to targeted themes. 

7.1.NH.A.2 Demonstrate comprehension of a series of oral and written directions, commands, and requests through 
appropriate physical response. 

7.1.NH.A.3 Recognize some common gestures and cultural practices associated with target culture(s).    
7.1.NH.A.4 Identify people, places, objects, and activities in daily life based on oral or written descriptions.  
7.1.NH.A.5 Demonstrate comprehension of short conversations and brief written messages on familiar topics.       
7.1.NH.A.6 Identify the main idea and other significant ideas in readings from age- and level-appropriate, culturally 

authentic materials.   
 
 
Interpersonal 
 
7.1.IL.B.1 Use digital tools to participate in short conversations and to exchange information related to targeted themes.  
7.1.IL.B.2 Give and follow a series of oral and written directions, commands, and requests for participating in age- and 

level-appropriate classroom and cultural activities. 
7.1.IL.B.3 Use appropriate gestures, intonation, and common idiomatic expressions of the target culture(s)/language in 

familiar situations. 
7.1.IL.B.4 Ask and respond to factual and interpretive questions of a personal nature or on school-related topics. 
7.1.IL.B.5 Engage in short conversations about personal experiences or events and/or topics studied in other content areas.   
 
 
Presentational 
 
7.1.IL.C.1 Use knowledge about cultural products and cultural practices to create a multimedia-rich presentation on 
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targeted themes to be shared virtually with a target language audience.  

7.1.IL.C.2 Present student-created and/or authentic short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or reports. 
7.1.IL.C.3 Use language creatively to respond in writing to a variety of oral or visual prompts. 
7.1.IL.C.4 Compare and contrast age- and level-appropriate culturally authentic materials orally and in writing.   
7.1.IL.C.5 Compare and contrast cultural products and cultural practices associated with the target culture(s) and one’s 

own culture, orally, in writing, or through simulation.   
7.1.IL.C.6 Summarize requirements for professions/careers that require proficiency in a language other than English 

based on exploration of the 16 Career Clusters.   
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SECTION IV 

Resources and supplementary materials 
 

− Textbooks:  
− - Cinema for French Conversation, Anne-Christine Rice. 
− - Cinéphile: French Language and Culture through film, Kerri Conditto 
− - Anthology of French Literature: Play, Novels and Poetry, David Greuel(Author)  
 

 
− Movie Packets: Applause Learning, Film Arobics. 

 
− Internet:  
− - www.quia.com 
− - www.quizlet.com 
− - www.youtube.com 
− - www.google.com 
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